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POLLEN ALERT: HIGHLY ALLERGENIC 
RAGWEED INVADES SA

South Africa – This week scientists made a 
landmark discovery when ragweed, a highly 
allergenic weed native to North America, was 
detected in South African pollen spore traps for 

The discovery was made by doctor Dilys 
Berman, an aero biologist at the University of 
Cape Town (UCT) and professor Jonny Peter, 

Doctor Frank Neumann, a palynologist based 
at Wits University, has done research focusing 
on the impact that climate change has on 

grains indeed belong to the invasive Ambrosia 

Professor Peter said while the threat of allergic 
plants such as ragweed has always been a 

“Ragweed is incredibly invasive, and its 
potent pollen has been problematic in the US 

have also come under threat as ragweed 
 

“For now, KwaZulu-Natal residents are most 
at risk as ragweed pollen has recently been 
detected at the Durban monitoring site over the 

this stage, but we are monitoring them daily to 

ragweed has also been found on the banks of 

and Western Cape still remain ragweed-free,” 

“Based on historical data, ragweed thrives 
in hot, dry environments and produces more 

UCT aero biologist, Dilys Berman warned that 
ragweed poses a serious implication for human 

“It has been one of the most loathed weeds in 
the US, causing misery for 23 million Americans 
and it is estimated that ragweed allergy rates in 

sensitisation in SA yet, it is a cause for concern,” 

in SA could exacerbate hay fever symptoms 

allergies may still develop a sensitivity to it in the 

Common hay fever symptoms include red, itchy 
and watery eyes, a runny, itchy or congested 
nose, post-nasal drip etc, which could irritate 

Professor Peter pointed out that because of the 
world’s changing climate, ragweed is projected 
to decline in some areas as it may over time no 

up to 2 meters in height in a matter of weeks,”

“Weed control boards should add it to their 
invasive weeds list as soon as possible if they 
have not done so already and removal thereof 
should be a priority before it becomes impossible 

Some studies also suggest that ragweed poses 
a threat to crop health as it drains the soil and 

Pollen monitoring in South Africa is funded by 

contributions can be made by logging on to 

South Africa can also be viewed on the same 

Press release issued by Meropa 
Communications on behalf of the UCT 

Lung Institute, 20 January 2020.

Ragweed, a highly allergenic weed native to North America, was detected 

TEKKIE TAX TYD IS HIER
Thabazimbi – Soos ons almal weet is Januarie tot 

Die SAVF vrywilligers werk hard om hemde en veters 

Die gedeelte wat die SAVF van die Tekkie Tax kantoor 
af ontvang word ingebank in hul I care

kinders wat arbeidsterapeute of soortgelyk nodig 

gemeenskap aan om asseblief betrokke te raak en te 

Die T-hemde en veters kan bestel word by die 
SAVF kantoor in Parklaan 5, Thabazimbi of 

skakel 014 777 1093.


